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SUBJECT: CATHOLIC CHURCH PROBLEMS IN ZAIRE 

REF: ROME 1776; KINSHASA 1256 

1. USING REFTELS AND OTHER MATERIALS RECENTLY RECEIVED FROM 
EMBASSY KINSHASA, WE BRIEFED ARCHBISHOP CASAROLI FEB. 18 ON OUR 
ESTIMATE OF PRESENT SITUATION IN ZAIRE AND ITS POSSIBLE 
REPERCUSSIONS FOR CATHOLIC CHURCH AND CHRISTIANITY IN GENERAL. 
CASAROLI EXPRESSED HIS GRATITUDE FOR OUR SHARING THIS INFOR 
MATION WITH HIM. WHILE HE GENERALLY AGREED WITH EMBASSY ESTIMATE 
THAT THERE IS NO PRESENT DANGER TO CHURCH AND CHRISTIANITY 

IN ZAIRE, HE DOES SEE SERIOUS LONG-RANGE THREAT IF PRESENT TRENDS 
CONTINUE. THIS WILL STEM MAINLY FROM INDOCTRINATION OF YOUTH, 
WHICH, IF SUCCESSFUL, MAY CAST THEM IN MOLD WHICH DOES NOT 
HARMONIZE WITH CHRISTIAN AND WESTERN TEACHINGS. 

2. CASAROLI STRESSED THAT IN THIS DIFFICULT PERIOD, VATICAN 
WILL DO EVERYTHING IN ITS POWER TO AVOID PROVOKING MOBUTU'S 
WRATH AGAINST CHURCH. BISHOPS’ STATEMENTS OF JAN 15-16, HE 
SAID, WERE NECESSARY TO STATE CHURCH'S CASE CLEARLY. NOW 

THAT THEY ARE PUBLIC, HOPEFULLY ANY FURTHER CONFRONTATIONS CAN 
BE AVOIDED FOR THE TIMEBEING. VOLPE 
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